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the way the chairman pronounced the American
language I felt sure that one of his ancestors had
come from England, though I thought it must
have been long ago. All which was very well
taken by the jocular chairman; for an American
will always permit you to make fun of his
peculiarities when the operation proceeds by give
and take. But seldom otherwise.

In 1929 I undertook an extensive tour under
the auspices of the American Association for Adult
Education* On the subject of adult education I
had already indulged in some revolutionary lan-
guage at home and had got myself into a little
trouble by once describing it as " university-and-
water " and by using other terminology considered
"disrespectful to the equator."

In the course of this tour which ranged from
New York to Chicago, and thence into Texas, I
used to tell my audiences that of all the people in
the world who stood in need of adult education
the one who seemed to me to need it most was
myself, and I would sometimes venture, perhaps
rather impudently, to ask my chairman, especially
if he happened to be a college president, how he
felt about the matter in his own case, I found
that the chairman never ventured to disagree, at
least openly, either with respect to himself or me;
nor did anybody else* I would then suggest the
setting up of an open confessional, in which
educators should come together for the purpose of
confessing their sins and resolving on amendment.